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Today’s Talented Banker belonged to the prestigious SBT Football team, the institutional club



which was founded on 3rd of May, 1993.

Jiju Jacob

Branch Head

State Bank of India
Cochin Port Trust Branch

He was born on the Christmas day of 1967 in Beypore, Kozhikode, as the first of the three kids of
Shri. Jacob Peter and Smt. Elizabeth Peter.

His father, “mash" to all in the locality, and a double MA holder, was a Railway Station Master
who excelled in hockey and body building. His mother was a teacher and Headmistress in the
schools at Beypore and Nadakkavu.

Jiju had ample area and friends to play football with, near Vellayil railway station where his
father worked. Even famous National players arrived who were considered as role models. He
says he was encouraged by an expert coach, Radhamadhavan who frequented there.

He studied in the Kozhikode Malabar Christian College HSS till the 7th standard and then in the
St. Joseph’s Boys High school till 10th. He joined the school team in the 9th grade, training under
Velayudhan Kutty mash. Their team became the Kerala Schools Football champions in 1983,
winning over the G.V.Raja sports school and went on to play in Delhi for the Subrato cup.

He joined the college team at the Malabar Christian college where he did his pre degree and
won various tournaments. During the time, he played in the A division games of the Kozhikode
Young Gems and Breeze clubs. The A division winning junior teams could play upto pre-quarter
level. He still treasures the memories of fighting the strong JCT Phagwara team led by Parminder
Singh. He learned a lot under the mentors- Olympian Abdul Rahman from ‘Breeze ‘ and Ummer
from SBI.

He joined the Kannur Keltron team which moulded his Rough and Tough game strategy to
Skillful play. He also got the right-wing back position through the rigorous practising under the
coach Balakrishnan(retired from the Navy). He was a Kerala team member in the 1990 Santhosh
trophy tournament in Goa. He played in six Santhosh trophy tournaments in a row, and won the
Kerala Santhosh trophy in 1992 and 1993 and the team reached the second position twice. He
led the Santhosh trophy team and the Kerala team that became the National games champions
in the year 1997.

He got recruited to SBT in 1993 along with 5 other footballers as part of the bank’s policy to
improve the SBT Football team into a strong institutional team capable enough to win at the
National level. He got selected to the Indian team the same year.

From 1993 to 1998, he played in the Indian team for two SAF games, two SARC games, two
Nehru cup, World cup qualifying round and Asian games, and retired from the Indian team in
1998. As advised by international coaches, he learned to excel in the libero(sweeper) versatile
centre-back position which is more fluidic than that of other defenders. He came to be known as



one of the best defenders of the Indian team.

The G.V. Raja gold medal given by Kerala Football Association for the best footballer in 1997 and
the G.V. Raja award given by the Kerala government in 1998, in recognition of his excellence in
the game in the year 1997 top the huge pile of trophies and medals he has won.

In 2000, he has steppe out of the ground into mainstream banking and served as the SBT team
manager twice till the bank merger.

He had joined the bank in the clerical cadre in the P A department, Head Office. As per SBI
guidelines, he got out of turn promotion in 1997 and worked in Sanghumukhom Airport branch
and Kerala University Office Campus branch. In 2004 he got scale 2 promotion and joined NAC
Poojapura branch. Then he was transferred to Kozhikode Zonal Office in 2008. In 2010, he was
promoted and was posted as Manager (Personal Banking) in Iringalakkuda branch. He joined
Madavoor branch as BM in 2013 and in 2016 became Pattom branch Chief Manager. He reached
SBI Corporate Centre Mumbai in 2017 and returned to Thiruvananthapuram LHO as CM in
MBPM Department. Recently he got posted as Branch Head, Cochin Port Trust branch, where he
would join after Christmas.

His spouse is Minimol Mathai, who is presently working as Chief Associate in SBI
Thiruvananthapuram Medical College branch. His elder son Nikhil J Jiju is pursuing his
postgraduation from the National Forensic University in Gujarat. His younger son is a +2
student.

Jiju is doing game analysis and commentary for the Sports expert panel of Star sports for the last
5 years. He is also doing the same for ISL games in Asianet plus.

Jiju touch is so special and known to all Indian football lovers!

We present this little article as a Christmas gift and a birthday present to you, Shri. Jiju Jacob —
the hero Indian footballer of all times.

We wish that this Christmas and New Year bring you and your family all reasons to cheer and
stride forward to your goals easily.



